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April is upon us, and as is the norm 
in our beautiful desert community, 
the seasonal transition begins. 
Many people begin to pack up their 
desert houses in preparation for 
“going home” for the off season. 
We too, must wrap up our season 
and begin to prepare for the 
future. As is the custom with our 
Guild, April begins our transition 
to a new Board of Directors. Our 
Nominating Committee, headed by 
Vice President Mary Ann Xavier, 
will work to put into place a slate 
of officers for the 2016-17 season. 
I strongly encourage each of you, 
our members and supporters, to 
join the board of the BIG HEARTS 
FOR LITTLE HEARTS DESERT 
GUILD. You’ll find true inspiration in 
the Guild’s commitment to LOMA 
LINDA UNIVERSITY CHILDREN’S 
HOSPITAL and the incredible 
healthcare it provides to the children 
of the Coachella Valley. Don’t just 
think about it….as the Nike ads 
say.…Just Do It! You’ll be rewarded 
immensely by your involvement. 

It has been a magical year for me 
personally. As my term ends, I look 
back at all we’ve accomplished this 
season: Tip-a-Firefighter in September, 
Hugs Help Healing Workshop in 
October, three fabulous cooking 
demonstrations at Ristorante Mamma 
Gina, Hideaway Golf Club, and Bellatrix 
at The Classic Club in November, 

Do you know anyone who would like 
to become a member and join in our 
activities?  If so, have them call Joan 

Woehrmann at (760) 328-2132 or email 
her at dizzybld1@aol.com

Continued on page 2
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A FOND FAREWELL

No, it’s not the beginning of a 
Frankie Valli song…it’s An Evening 
of Girlfriends, Glamour & Giving 
and oh, what a night it was! On March 
15th, located in the beautiful Italian 
gardens of Toscana Country Club 
and overlooking a spectacular view 
of Eisenhower Mountain, girlfriends 
gathered for an afternoon and evening 
of fun, fashion, and philanthropy. 

After check-in under the beautiful 
balloon arch, what awaited our guests? 
The Opportunity Drawing with 62 
items from jewelry to restaurant gift 
certificates to golf outings may have 
caught their eyes first. But then the 
Silent Auction section had trips to 
places like Santa Barbara, Napa Valley 
and even The 2017 Masters in Augusta. 
Or maybe guests saw the makeover 

section manned by the talented make-
up artists of Sephora all the while 
watching the modeling of beautiful 
fashions from BG’s and Democracy 
floating by. Then, there was the fun 
photo booth to memorialize the evening 
with friends. All this led to the piece 
de resistance, the “shop ‘til you drop 
BHLH Boutique” under the event tent. 
From fashions, to jewelry, to purses, 
to gorgeous orchids, 18 vendors set up 
their wares for the choosing…and all 

Oh, What a Night!

Continued on page 5
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to benefit BIG HEARTS FOR LITTLE 
HEARTS DESERT GUILD. 

Our wonderful emcee Jenifer Daniels 
kept the night moving along and California 
DJ Michael Capitanelli provided music 
to shop by. Once again, the lovely 
Angelina Castleberry shared her story 
of how LOMA LINDA UNIVERSITY 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL saved the lives 
of her twins Matthew and Callia. 

No, this was not the usual luncheon 
fundraiser; this was a fun, free-flowing 
evening for friends to gather while 
supporting their community. Over and 
over again, we heard how great it was 
to sit in the garden with girlfriends 
and visit to their hearts content over 
a glass of wine and hors d’oeuvres. 
Couple that with the food stations 
prepared by the chefs of Toscana, it 
was indeed a memorable evening. 

A huge round of applause goes out 
to event chair and co-chair, Debbie 
Casden and Dee Brown. Jeanne 
Mace and Cindy Hahesy-Navarette 
provided all the leg work and expertise 
for the Opportunity Drawing and Silent 
Auction. The shop ‘til you drop boutique 
was chaired by Fidge Brown with 
assistance from our friend from Texas, 
Anisse Reynolds. Our beautiful models 
were Dr. Jane Woolley, Summer 
Trevor, Lizette Vela and boy were they 
gorgeous! And last, but not least were 
the only men of the evening….Lou 
Mace, Jim Woolley, Richard Seigel, 
Dr. Larry Cooper, and Izzy Navarette 
who were all “johnny-on-the-spot” 
salesman for the opportunity drawing 
tickets. Great job guys.

But the fun didn’t stop there. Along 
with our centerpieces of toys, toys 
and more toys that were generously 
provided by Mattel Inc., guests were 
encouraged to bring a children’s 
book for which they received an 
additional drink ticket. All-in-all, 27 
boxes of toys were donated and 123 
books were collected. The following 

Continued on page 3

Oh ,What a Night! 
continued from page 1



A Very Special Thanks To Our Sponsors

Anderholt Whittaker, LLC

BG’s

Gerard Burchill

Debbie & Henry Casden

Jackie Davis

Democracy

Jeanne & Lou Mace

Mattel, Inc.

Terry & Richard Seigel

Sephora, Gardens on  
El Paseo

Lizette Vela,  
Enchanted Memories
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Friday afternoon, kids in LLUCH were 
treated to their usual Friday movie and 
popcorn...but this Friday was a little 
different. In addition to the movie, kids 
were treated to their very own toy or 
book of their choice, all of which came 
from our An Evening of Girlfriends, 
Glamour & Giving. It was a 
memorable fundraiser for us, but it 
was Christmas in March for our kids. 
Congratulations to all who created, 
supported, and attended this new kind 
of event for our Guild. We rocked it! 

Oh ,What a Night! 
continued from page 2



BEAR HUGS BRING MORE JOY
Our final Hugs Help Healing Workshop 
was held April 4th at LLUCH. Volunteers 
Sherry Cherlin, Lizette Vela, Cindy 
Hahesy-Navarette, Terry Seigel, Jeanne 
and Lou Mace were on hand to help 
children currently hospitalized select 
their very own teddy bears to keep 
and cuddle.  Kids of all ages were 
welcome to choose a bear in one of 
three colors and dress it in one of eight 
different costumes.  From superheroes 
to princesses, kids made these bears in 

their own unique way.  What a difference 
a teddy bear makes in the life of a kid in 
crisis!  A special thanks again to Lizette 
who provided the “live action” characters 
to make the day so memorable.

If you were fortunate enough to attend 
our cooking demonstration at Bellatrix 
in February, you witnessed first-hand 
the magic spell a teddy bear can 
weave.  Eleven-year-old Hunter Searcy 
was in attendance that day and was 

immediately enthralled with one of the 
superhero bears we had on display.  
After learning that he was scheduled for 
ear surgery the following week, our Guild 
presented Hunter with the teddy bear 
to share his hospital bed.  His elation 
truly lit up the room….and made 32 
people take out their wallets and buy 
bears right then and there.  Thank you to 
all who donate bears; your gift not only 
gives joy to a child, all the volunteers in 
attendance experience it as well. 
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January and February respectively. 
Our signature event of the season, 
An Evening of Girlfriends, Glamour 
& Giving in March completed our 
fundraisers in high style. Lastly, like 
a bookend, we closed with our final 
Hugs Help Healing Workshop this 
month. In between, let’s not forget our 
ER Clothing Project which continues to 
help clothe our neediest children.

All this and more! We introduced 
the eNewsletter and the response 
has been heartwarming. I hope you 
all have enjoyed keeping up-to-date 
on our activities and learning about 
projects you may not have known 
about. We created a Facebook page, 
and now have 785 followers on 
Instagram. Our website continues 
to expand and improve. Now you 

can join the Guild, reserve your seat 
at a fundraiser, buy a teddy bear, 
or make a contribution all with the 
click of a mouse or the touch of your 
finger. No mailing or stamps to worry 
about and you get an immediate 
tax related confirmation along with 
your reservation. Easy as pie! None 
of this would have been possible 
without the smart and talented 
staff at the hospital who help with 
everything…from soup to nuts. 

I need to thank so many people 
for their hard work, support and 
friendship over these last months. 
Let’s start with Rhona Bader who did 
a bang-up job organizing our three 
cooking demos, Sherry Cherlin for 
her teddy bear workshops, Lainie 
Weill who shops for the ER, Lizette 
Vela who seems to always have a 
helping hand and balloons for every 

ARE YOU A WINNER?

A Fond Farewell 
continued from page 1

Did you save your ticket? We have unclaimed prizes from the Opportunity  
Drawing and would love for the winners to contact us to claim their winnings!

If you have your ticket, please contact Jeanne Mace  
at JYMace@aol.com to claim your prize.  

Thank you to all who bought tickets and supported our Opportunity Drawing  
and an additional thank you to all the donors who provided the auction items.   

Your bigheartedness fuels our BIG HEARTS and benefits the LITTLE HEARTS. 

Item Ticket No. Estimated  
  Value
Mandela & gift certificate 534526 $1200.00
Onyx Necklace 534622 $199.00
Valley Club Golf 543766 $500.00
Brandini Toffee & Bowl 534623 $40.00
Wine & Roses 534619 $360.00
Hello Kitty basket 534600 $60.00
Tea Time basket 534579 $59.00
Autographed Football 534842 priceless
Busy Bear Activity Basket 534454 $40.00

Item Ticket No. Estimated  
  Value
Le Vallauris 534842 $150.00
Sullivan’s Steakhouse 543694 $50.00
Si Bon Restaurant 534085 
Johnny Costa’s Restaurant 534566 $30.00
Blonde at The River 534524 $100.00
Village Beauty Boutique 534621 $50.00
Rancho Mirage Florist 534171 $75.00
J. Russell Salon 534620 $100.00

occasion, Heidi York for keeping 
the books and paying the bills, and 
last but certainly not least, Debbie 
Casden, Dee Brown, Jeanne Mace, 
Cindy Hahesy-Navarette, Fidge 
Brown and Anisse Reynolds for 
making our signature fundraiser 
spectacular. We can’t forget Dale 
Rotner who is always our hospital 
tour guide extraordinaire. Our emcee 
at every event was the beautiful and 
talented Jenifer Daniels, and she 
knocked it out of the park each and 
every time. Congratulations ladies for 
always going above and beyond! 

Thank you to The Desert Sun and 
KESQ News at Noon. The publicity 
they provided this season has been 
truly priceless. Our endeavors are 
not just about fundraising, they are 
also about raising awareness about 
the important role LLUCH plays in 
our community and they gave us the 
platform to communicate our cause.

A final and very special thanks 
goes to our Guild Manager, Josh 
Zahid. He is always there despite 
managing four (yes 4!) guilds. 
His love and dedication knows 
no bounds. One couldn’t have a 
better friend or colleague than our 
beloved Josh.  

This not only wraps up our season, 
it wraps up my term as Guild 
President. This time next month, you 
will have a new president and I’m 
sure it will be her pleasure to report 
on our final fundraising figures and 
how your money was spent for our 
kids. Whoever she may be, I wish 
her the same joy I’ve experienced. 
Thank you all, our generous 
members, for your continued support 
of our Guild. May it continue to thrive 
and grow! 

– Terry Seigel
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   FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM … DESERT GUILD
   FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK …  Big Hearts for Little Hearts Desert Guild

WEBSITE … lluchdesertguild.org


