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Happy Holidays!  
‘Tis the season 

for thanks and giving 
back…and on behalf of 
the entire Board of the 
Desert Guild, thanks 
for choosing to give 
back to BIG HEARTS 

FOR LITTLE HEARTS DESERT GUILD. 
Your generosity over the past calendar year 
has been so greatly appreciated by not 
only our Board, but by the Hospital and its 
whole staff. As hard as we work to raise 
funds for our kids, the Foundation Staff 
works equally and energetically hard for 
our Guild. So not only is it the time to thank 
you for your generous donations, it’s also 
time to thank all of them for their support, 
encouragement, and their dedication to the 
kids of the Coachella Valley. Josh Zahid and 
Sam Orcasitas, you’re the best!

As I write this month’s column, our 
community is still dealing with the aftermath 
of the mass shooting in San Bernardino. 
Loma Linda was at the forefront of the 
response to this horrifi c tragedy. Our 
wonderful Briana Pastorino was indeed the 
voice and presence of calm when she faced 
the media and said…”This is what we do. 
We are always at the ready.”  How fortunate 
we are to have this world-class facility so 
near to us, and to watch the staff of the 
hospital is to witness empathy, compassion, 
and responsiveness at its highest level. My 
wish for the New Year is that we never have 
to experience this kind of tragedy again.

Sending my best wishes to all for a happy 
and healthy New Year….       

Terry Seigel

A NOTE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT:

Do you know anyone who would like 
to become a member and join in our 
activities?  If so, have them call Joan 

Woehrmann at (760) 328-2132 or 
email her at dizzybld1@aol.com

Our fi rst “Lunch and Learn” Cooking 
Demonstration of the season was held 
November 11th to a SELL-OUT crowd at 
Ristorante Mamma Gina in Palm Desert. 
How can we possibly describe this demo 
other than to say that Owner/Chef Piero 
Pieratoni and Chef Tony Gonzales are 
the Lucy and Ethel of El Paseo!  Their 
repartee was so hilarious…forget “Lunch 
and Learn” as this was indeed “Cooking 
with Comedy.”  

For our fi rst course, Piero and Tony 
prepared a gnocchi with fresh tomato 
sauce that honestly melted in our 
mouths. They made it look so easy that 
everyone was commenting, “I think 
I can do that at home.”  Our second 
course was a scrumptious shrimp 
scampi (say that 3x fast) that again, had 
everyone thinking we could actually 
do this ourselves. Not only were they 
fabulous chefs, they were good teachers 

as well. To top it all 
off, our fi nal course 
of tiramisu was 
out of this world. 
Along the way, 
Piero gave us a tip 
on his favorite olive 
oil and we thought 
we would pass 

that along to all of you who were not 
among those lucky enough to attend.

On a more serious note, we had two 
great and inspiring speakers. We were 
fortunate to have a member of our 
transport team, Shanna Fujimoto, 
and one of her patients, McKenzie 
Cosgrove, join us to tell their amazing 
story. You may remember McKenzie 
as the young girl who was bitten by 
a rattlesnake on Mother’s Day while 
hiking with her parents. McKenzie 
was originally transported to a local 
hospital that was not fully equipped 
to treat her. Off went Shanna to 
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COOKING AT THE HIDEAWAY
Have you secured your reservation for our next cooking demonstration at The Hideaway in La 
Quinta? Don’t miss out on Chef Brian Bennington’s creative culinary talents and take in the 
breathtaking views. Take advantage of the 2015 tax deduction and reserve your spot at now 
at lluch.org/cookingdemo. Oh, and bring a friend…it makes a great holiday gift! 

transport her to LLUCH where she 
could be properly treated for her 
life-threatening bite. Due to space 
limitations, McKenzie needed to be 
transported without her parents. How 
absolutely frightening for a 17-year old 
to be hospitalized alone, yet McKenzie 
related how the Shanna’s calming 
infl uence helped her through this 
harrowing experience. This was the 
fi rst time McKenzie and her parents 
had seen Shanna since that fateful day, 

and it was heartwarming to see their 
reunion. After a 6-day stay at LLUCH, 
McKenzie and her teddy bear were 
discharged and may I say that this 
young lady demonstrates a poise that 
you don’t see in most teenagers. Thank 
you McKenzie for joining us…at such 
a young age you are an inspiration to 
all of us. And thank you Shanna…you 
embody the spirit of compassion and 
dedication. 

Lastly, thank you Rhona Bader, our 
Cooking Demo Chair, for a fabulous day! 

Cooking, 
continued from page 1
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LADIES AND GENTLEMEN, MARK YOUR CALENDARS…
January 25, 2016
COOKING DEMONSTRATION
The Hideaway Golf Club
www.lluch.org/cookingdemo

February 18, 2016
COOKING DEMONSTRATION
Bellatrix Restaurant 
www.lluch.org/cookingdemo

March 15, 2016
AN EVENING OF GIRLFRIENDS, 
GLAMOUR & GIVING
Toscana Country Club
www.lluch.org/glamour

   FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM … DESERT GUILD
   FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK …  Big Hearts for Little Hearts Desert Guild

The end of the calendar year is 
already here. If you haven’t renewed 
your membership yet, take advantage 
of the 2015 tax deduction and send 
in your dues soon. Your annual 
contribution is so important to the work 
we do for LLUCH. We encourage you to 
join at the highest level possible.

Annual Member - $35

Patron Member - $100

Benefactor Member - $500. Adult 
Benefactor Members are invited to 
“An Evening of Girlfriends, Glamour 
& Giving” to be held March 15th at 
Toscana Country Club, and to tour 

HAVE YOU RENEWED YOUR MEMBERSHIP?

Stay tuned to hear Terry Seigel 
and Debbie Casden on KESQ TV.

LLUCH hosted by Dr. Shamel Abd-Allah, 
Chief of Pediatric Critical Care Medicine.

Premier Member - $1000. Adult 
Premier Members are provided with 
two tickets to “An Evening of Girlfriends, 
Glamour & Giving” to be held March 
15th at Toscana Country Club and the 
tour of LLUCH hosted by Dr. Shamel 
Abd-Allah, Chief of Pediatric Critical Care 
Medicine, followed by a VIP lunch.

Lifetime Member $10,000. Lifetime 
Members are able to pay $2,500 
each year for four years. Lifetime 
Members are provided with tickets 
or a table at our signature fundraising 
event following complete receipt of 
membership dues. Adult Lifetime 
Members are invited to tour LLUCH 
hosted by Dr. Shamel Abd-Allah, Chief 
of Pediatric Critical Care Medicine 
followed, by a VIP lunch. Lifetime 
Members’ names will be added to the 
Children’s Hospital donor wall.

You can renew online at lluch.org/
dgm. Easy, fast…and you don’t have to 
buy a stamp! 


